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TO  YOUNG  PEOPLE,  See. 

%(lnction  to  the  EviiUmces  of  the 

>:ine  authenticity  of  the  Scriptures. 

IF  the  scriptures  be  a  revela¬ 
tion  IVoiii  (k>d,  containing 
rmalion  of  everlasting  moment, 
St  certainly  they  are  handed  to 
accoinpaincd  with  all  that  testi- 
ny  necessary  to  conririn  tlieir  vc- 
;ty.  An  iulinilely  good  being 
Id  not  make  known  his  mind  to 
creatures  by  a  special  revelation 
out  establishing  it  by  sufficient 
ample  testimony.  Tlie  same 
l  ess  which  would  induce  Deity 
reveal  his  mind  to  tliC  world, 
uld  lead  him  to  make  it  known 
certain  evidence,  that  hr,  and 
ft  not  another,  was  tlm  author  of 
!i  revelation.  A  contrary  pro- 
ure  wo\^ld  be  a  violation  of  in- 
te  goodness.  That  the  same  in¬ 
to  goodness,  which  prompted 
to  make  a  revelation  of  his  v  ill, 
tlispiaycd  witli  ecpial  dearness, 
its  confirmation  bv  testimonv,  is 
.able  of  being  made  obviously  to 
pear.  Tliat  the  minds  of  the  youtli 
^  read  the  lividvnce^  may  be  pre- 
to  ice!  the  force  of  ihr  argu- 
tits  intended  to  be  brought  for- 
'  in  a  course  of  numbers,  let 
ol)serve(!,  that  wlnitcver  has 
spoken  or  v/ritten  against  the 


divine  autheniieity  of  tlie  scripture, 
is  rather  specious  than  solid,  and 
is  really  oi  no  weight.  Infidels  have 
availed  themselves  of  two  methods 
to  overthrow  the  scriptures  and  dc- 
strf>v  their  evldenre.  Those  of  the 
first  class  and  of  carlv  date  have 
thought  to  do  much  by  making .tlic 
Lible  upj)ear  doviblful  and  inei edible 
on  account  of  the  mysteries  it  con¬ 
tains.  "I'hose  of  the  second  class, 
have  liad  recourse  to  redleuic  and 
wit,  and  made  very  free  remaiks  on 
detached  sentences  '  of'  sCiripture 
twisting  tb.em  out  of  their  due  con¬ 
nection.  The  more  thoughtful  of 
the  first  class,  in  rejecting  the  bibik^ 
because  of  its  mysteries,  have  be¬ 
come  avowed  atheists  and  denied  tb.c 
being  of  a  God.  The  ground  they 
took  made  this  necessarv.  They 
could  not  preserve  consistency  witl.- 
out.  In  looking  into  the  works  of 
nature  thev  found  tliem  abounding 
in  mystery,  iflherefiue  they  denied 
tl;c  l/iblc,  on  aceouiit  of  its  contain¬ 
ing  things  beyond  their  comprehen¬ 
sion,  they  must  fur  li  e  same  reasen 
deny  that  God  made  the  world.  You 
will  find  almcst  every  one  who  wrote 
a  century  ago  to  be  an  athe  ist  as 
well  as  a  deist,  ddiis  is  (rue  of  Hoicks 
Spinoza,  Lord  Kaiinesand  Tiumc  ; 
timugli  the  two  last  arc  ol  i:\tcr  ciate. 
'Fhese  men,  though  of  ro  inferior 
talents,  ca'.  ii  agaiiist  tliose  very 
points  which  >ve  must  suppose  ucjin’d 
constitute  a  part  of  u  rc\elatio2»  from 
Gcd.  Is  it  to  tc  Cel  iv  C  i  V  vd 
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would  give  a  revelation  to  the  w  orld 
bearing  no  analogy  to  his  other 
works  ?  If  there  was  no  similitude 
in  what  proceeds  froari  the  forming 
hand  of  God,  how  could  they  be  as¬ 
cribed  to  him  as  their  author?  If 
there  was  noticing  mysterious  in  the 
scriptures,  would  there  not  be  room, 
not  only  for  suspicion,  but  for  a  fair 
conclusion,  that  they  could  not 
have  originated  from  God,  since  in 
this  case  thev  would  be  wholly  un- 

^  9 

like  every  other  communication  he 
has  been  pleased  tomakcof  himself  ? 
Whatever  comes  froju  God  must 
be  an  efiect,  not  to  be  accounted 
for  from  another  cause.  If  the  bi- 
ble  was  destitute  of  invstery,  it 
w'ould  carry  no  evidence  of  its  di¬ 
vine  origin.  To  reject  tlie  scrip¬ 
tures  on  account  of  their  containing 
mysteries  is  to  oppose*  the  very 
ground  of  their  veracity.  It  is  put¬ 
ting  that  to  the  discredit  of  the  bi- 
blc,  without  which  it  could  have  no 
claim  to  our  faith.  No  sooner  is 
this  objection  alledgcd  against  the 
biblc,  than  we  are  necessitated  to 
discard  ail  proof  of  the  being  of  a 
God  from  his  works.  Because  in 
the  visible  objects  around  us  there 
are  rnystcries.  If  mystery  in  one 
case  pmoves  a  work  not  divine,  it 
must  in  anotlicr.  And  thus  tlie 
first  class  of  Deists,  by  re  jecting  the 
bible,  on  account  of  its  containing 
things  beyond  human  comprehen¬ 
sion  have  been  obliged  by  parity  of 
reasoning  to  go  all  lengths  in  infi¬ 
delity.  They  have  rejected  the  be¬ 
ing  of  a  God,  by  the .  same  argu¬ 
ments  which  led  them  to  reject 
revelation.  Deists  of  the  se¬ 
cond  class  have  been  practical  Athe¬ 
ists.  For  while  they  have  professed 
to  believe  a  God,  they  have  in  fact 
denied  him.  With  all  tiicir  boast¬ 
ed  pi'ctensions,  their  works  have 
been  disloyal,  and  fraught  Avith 
acts  of  the  most  flagrant  impiety 
and  rebellion  against  the  governor 
the  uiiiverse. 


It  has  been  u  darling  object  with 
nihdcls  of  every  age  and  class  to  lav 
waste  and  destroy  the  system  of 
faith  and  practice,  revealed  in  the 
bi!)le.  In  this  all  their  views  huvel 
concentrated*  And  why  should 
they  be  so  zealouo  to  accomplisii 
such  a  purpose,  unless  it  be  that 
the  bible  condemns  them  and  ap. 
prizes  tlicm,  that  their  course  is  ru- 
inom  ?  If  they  can  put  down  its 
authority,  they  can  rise  above  its 
threatenings.  This  done,  they  can 
pass  clown  the  current  of  liigh-hand. 
ed  and  secret  inkjuity  will  out  nih- 
givings.  A  wicked  heart  is  the  ba¬ 
sis  of  infidel  principfes.  They 
grew  from  it  as  noxious  weeds  fro/ii 
impure  seed.  AiHl  w  hat  have  in. 
lidels  done,  but  to  destroy  system 
and  open  the  floodgates  of  rice? 
They  have  made  desperate  inroads 
without  a  substitute  to  repair  the 
ruins  they  have  left.  Infidel  phi¬ 
losophy  by  destroying  sensihilitf 
makes  men  stoics.  It  eradicates 
every  tender  feeling  for  the  distres' 
scd.  It  wipes  away  none  of  the 
tears  of  sorrow,  has  no  consolation 
for  the  bereaved,  Ho  relief  fortlie 
troubled  mind,  no  hope  lor  the  dy¬ 
ing.  Beyond  the  space  of  a  few 
hours,  it  holds  out  nothing  better 
than  awful  uncertaintv,  it  may  Ic 
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annihilation,  or  an  inconceivable 
something,  unknown  and  towards 
which  virtue  and  vice  are  perfectly 
indiflcreiit. 

IM/ciii  r  Avc  not  iiave  supposed, 
that  infidels  who  have  spent  thcii 
whole  life  in  c^pposing  the  religk-^ 
of  the  bible,  Avho  have  made  such 
desperate  efibrts  to  banish  it  froin 
the  world,  would  have  substituted 
something  in  its  place  ?  But  they 
have  given  us  nothing.  And  ho'V 
unequal  the  barter,  to  sacrifice 
and  immortality,  and  the  brig’ht 
prospect  of  an  eternal  reign  witi* 
the  redeemer,  for  a  thing  of  naught 
w  hich  nut  only  robs  us  of  every 


^^0  Man  greatly  Beloved 


■  ducement  to  virtue,  but  licences 
vice  to  all  the  extent  of  inclination  ? 
Infidelity  has  no  better  rtvrarcl  than 
*lns.  And  what  pitiful,  miserable 
proffer  to  an  immortal  mind? 
What  infidels  have  done,  laying  the 
;vhoie  together,  shows  us  in  the 
most  striking  light  our  need  of  such 

!  a  revelation  as  that  before  us  in  the 
biole.  Aa  their  best  estate  they 
I  have  not  a  foot  of  ground  to  stand 
I  on.  Infidelity  is  a  self-created  cas- 
I  tie.  It  has  no  room  for  reflection 
and  scriovisness.  It  was  never 
icide  for  a  dyin<g  hour.  Never  did 
so  much  as  one  man  in  the  imme¬ 
diate  i)rospect  of  death  abandon  the 
religion  of  Jesus  and  become  an  ad- 
I  vocatc  for  infidel  principles.  TJiis 
is  a  sight  never  yet  scon.  Tl:c  con¬ 
trary  has  been  witnessed.  Some  of 
the  most  daring  infidels*  have  trem¬ 
bled,  on  being  brouglU  to  the  verge 
cf  eternity— have  wutne^sed  for  God 
and  retracted  their  former  ideas. 
Tlic’l^arl  of  Rochester  was  a  strik¬ 
ing  instance.  \V"iio  than  he  had 
keen  a  more  avowed  enemy  to  the 
Christian  name,  a  more  open  slan¬ 
derer,  or  had  treated  the  cross  of 
Christ  'with  greater  insolence  and 
ri  liculc  ?  Hut  when  he  come  to  see 
himself  on  the  confines  of  the  invi¬ 
sible  sUte,  he  v^ms  ready  to  take  back 
his  hard  speeches,  and  with  appa¬ 
rent  sincerity, and  penitence,  to  com¬ 
mit  his  eternal  interests  to  that  sav¬ 
iour,  who  had  beqvi  till  lliis  time  ti)c 
object  ofiiis  odiuin. 

You  mv  young  fiicncls  may  weigh 
infidelity  iu  any  scale,  vou  inav  con 
over  its  parts  and  examine  their 
nature  and  tendency,  nm\  you  will 
find  tiicm  all  to  cei)i.er  in  one  point, 
viz.  the  des  >1  uion  of  virtue  anrl  the 
tolleradon  of  siu.  It  is  l)»)ttome(l 
QJi  the  desire  ofsinniiug  and  siiming 
without  danger.  While  you  follow 
the  writer  of  these  numbers,  in 
what  11) ay  ensue,  let  not  your  minds 
Waver  nor  verge  towards  inficle! 


lor 


principles.  Deism  is  the  very  thing 
I  have  represented.  I  refer  you  to 
the  writings,  to  the  conversation  and 
lives  of  infidels.  The  above  has 
been  rather  preparatory.  The  next 
number  will  bring  you  to  a  nearer 
viev/  of  that  testimony  which  proves 
the  scriptutos  to  be  of  divine  ori¬ 
ginal. 

E. 


A  fan  greatly  beloved^'* 


Such  was  the  salutation  of  the 
Angel  to  Daniel,  after  he  had  spent 
three  whole  weeks  in  penitence, 
fasting  and  prayer.  What  peculiar 
excellency  was  there  in  Daniel  to 
procure  such  benediction  ?  Pie  was 
one  of  those  children  wlio  were  car¬ 
ried  captive  into  Babylon  with  Je- 
hoiakim  the  king  of  Judali  :  lie 

could  not  have  been  many  vears 
•  '  *  » 

of  ago  at  the  time  of  his  captivity, 
for  he  lived  more  than  seventy  years 
afterwards.  After  he  arrived  in 
H  il)ylon,  he  was  chosen  •  amongst 
others  to  stand  before  the  king  ;  and 
a  portion  of  the  provision  .used  at 
court  appointed  him  :  but  Daniel 
purposed  in  his  heart  that  he  would 
not  defile  Iximself  with  the  king^s 
meat  nor  with  the  wine  which  he 
drank ;  he  chqsc  raChm’  to  denv 
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himself  lawful  food,  than  risque  the 
danger  of  being  obliged  to  eat  that 
wliich  was  unlawful.  Iris  form 
was  beautiful,  he  excelled  in  wis¬ 
dom,  and  an  excellent  spirit  was 
Ibiind  in  ium.  Constant  in  prayer 
which  he  would  on  no  account  o- 
mit  alt  ho’  death  stood  at  the  door, 
so  feeling  tliat  wlicn  called  upon  to 
interpret  Nc<)uchadncz'jr"s  dream 
his  thoughts  troubled  liim  a  whole 
hour  he  fire  he  could  declare  what 


God  was  apout  to  bring  on  the  king. 
He  was  a  s**cond  time  taken  prison¬ 
er,  carried  from  Babylon  to  Media. 
Here  he  \yas  placed  high  in 

olficc,  yet  a:o  unriglit  t:iat  Lu  ueadit;. 
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enemies  could  find  no  fault  in  him. 
jic  was  often  mourning  over  the  af¬ 
flictions  and  sins  of  his  people.  In¬ 
deed  the  holy  spirit  has  recorded  no 
circumstance  of  his  life  which  does 
not  appear  fully  to  deserve  the  ap- 
]>dlation  of  greatly  beloved.  And 
when  the  Almighty  threatens  to 
bring  his  sore  jiulgments  on  the 
people  for  timir  great  wickedness, 
the  swoi\!,  and  the  pestilence  ; 
Daniel  is  mentioned  as  one  of  those 
worthies  who  should  save  his  soul 
aiive. 


•  Wh  at  an  example  his  holy  life 
presents  to  us  ?  Who  would  not  for¬ 
go  any  pleasuie  the  world  has  to  be¬ 
stow  for  such  a  glorious  distinction  ? 
to  be  greatly  beloved  by  the  God 
cf  Heaven,  by  the  blessed  redeem¬ 
er,  and  all  the  holy  Angels  which 
surround  the  throne.  -Let  all  them 
who  sigh  for  such  distinction  forsake 
not  only  those  practices  w])ich  arc 
allowed  to  be  sms  by  all  classes  ;  but 
those  also  whicli  under  t.hc  name  of 
innocent  amusements,  m^v  iiave  a 
tendency  to  lead  the  soul  away  front 
ilod  the  supreme  good,  and  lay 
them  open  lo  the  temptations  of 
that  cruel  enemy  v.  ho  goeth  about 
seeking  whom  he  may  devour.  Ills 
life  also  is  a  scrikif^g  type  of  Jesus 
iiie  son  of  God.  Did  Daniel  exc  el  iji 
V*  isdoin  ?  So  did  Josus — never  man 


snoke  like  this  man.  Could  his  en- 
<  inies  find  no  fault  at  all  in  him,  a!- 
tho’  thev  soiu^ht  it  with  such  sel- 
l:sh  7:'ia!ice,  tlu.t  t’vcy  '.vere  obliged 
to  m  :ke  <1  new  law  to  destroy  him  ? 
^o  tiiC  Jews  could  find  i;o  fauli  at 
r  il  i.i  the  S.«%i  )ar  of  the  v.*or!d,  alt  ho* 
they  sought  it  with  aU  the  aid  satan 
rouKl  eive  tliein.  Tiiey  brou^^iit 


ids'*  witnesses  a'tahist  liim,  vet 
louna  nofning  wherejf  to  accitse 
l.iin.  Was  D.inicI  condemned  t<> 
dir,  being  innocent  r — so  was  Jesus. 
Vws  1)  nicl  delivered  to  tliC  fury 
i  X  the  Dion — and  ilul  t’ae  Almighty 
pov.  cr  of  Gad  shat  the  lion*i  mouth 
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.so  they  could  ncit  hurt  him  ?  so  Jej 
siis  wa»  delivered  to  the  power  o 
death;  yet  ne\er  more  cerUxinlv 
conquered  that  roaring  lion  taaii 
when  he  was  delivered  to  his  power. 
Did  Dar.iel  eoine  forth  from  the  den 
of  lions  alive  and  \vell,  and  did  it 
prove  the  power  ohGod,  and  cause 
a  decree  tliat  all  men  shouief  >vor. 
ship  the  God  of  Daniel  so  Jcsi;s 
arose  from  the  grave,  and  by  h;, 
resurrection  proved  himself  to  be 
the  son  of  God  with  power,  and 
confirmed  the  truth  of  his  Godhead 
by  wdiich  he  i  ecjuires  the  worship 
of  his  people  in  all  places  of  Ids  do. 
minion.  But  no  type  can  he  Cv 
aetly  like  its  antitype.  Daniel  con- 
fessetli  ids  sin. 


Daxiel’s  fdstory  afTorcls  instnic- 

tlon  to  those  pious  but  doubling  souls 

wJjo  are  looking  fur  perfection  in 

themselves  and  dare  liot  approach 

the  table  of  the  Lord,  because  they 

find  sin  still  dwells  in  their  mort j 

body.  Daniel  was  net  free  from 

sin.  Yet  he  was  greatly  beloved. 

Examine  vourselves.  Do  vou  steadi- 
«  0 

ly  ptirposc  to  serve  God,  though 
earth  with  all  its  pleasures  court 
your  attention  i  Do  youj^uq-io^e  in 
your  heart  to  partake  of  nothing 
which  would  have  a  tendency  to  de¬ 
file  Tou,  ailhoinrh  the  world  cs- 

teems  it  lawful  ?  Do  vou  imitate 

0 

the  conduct  of  Daniel,  Ids  deep  hu¬ 
mility,  bis  p'ersevering  ])robity,  his 
daily  pi’aycr,  and  after  all  presei‘t 
rourselvcs  to  God  onlr  in  his  ri^l.t- 
eousne^s  ?  If  so  then  eouie  forward 
and  strengthen  vour  graces  wdth 
the  symbols  of  ids  ]>rcrious,  his  dy¬ 
ing  love,  who  is  already  the  sove- 
rei^'^n  of  vour  afiection  and  who 
commands  you  to  do  it  in  rcmeni- 
brance  of  him.  And  }  on  my  clear 
cliildrcnjovcr  whom  mv  heart  veains 
witli  parciilal  solicitude  ;  wi'.en  1 
SCO  you  i>assing  onward  to  eternity, 
without  God  and,  without  hope, 
fain  woniJ  I  bring  you  back  to  your 
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true  interest,  but  alas  !  should  my 
lieart  weeji  blood  ioi  you,  I  can  Oiily 
point  out  to  you  your  danger,  and 
vour  dutv.  13f)  you  wish  to  be  lov- 

•  9  ^ 

ed  as  was  Daniel  ;  tlien  seek  the 
Ijod  of  Dwiuic*  now  in  your  youth, 
while  he  inay  be  found.  To  his 
mercy  I  coiainend  you  ;  and  may 
he  draw  vou  to  the  Son  that  you 

0  W 

may  lay  h(»ld  on  eternal  life, 


>•  • 


Remarks  on  Romans'^.  3. 

In  Chap.  8th,  the  Apostle  speaks 
of  the  certainty  of  tiie  saint’s  perse- 
\  crance  and  their  eternul  salvation  ; 
bv  the  consideration  of  wliich,  he 
v/ould  comfort  his  chri:itian  brellireii 
under  manifold  sulTcrings.  And 
lest  anv  should  infer  from  the  doct- 
l  ine  of  the  Saints  perseverance,  that 
all  who  were  God’s  visible  people 
shiall  certainly  be  saved  ;  he  informs 
that  he  had  great  heaviness  and  con¬ 
tinual  sorrow  in  his  heart,  for  his 
hrethern,  his  kinsmen  according  to 
the  ilesh,  wlio  were  Israelites.  The 
cidusc  in  verse  3d.  ""  For  I  could 

wis!i  that  niyseif  were  accursed 
from  Ciirist,”  i^,  in  sonic  Great  tes¬ 
taments,  included  in  a  parenthesis, 
and  tlius  appears  to  be  explanatory 
of  tlie  Aposdc’s  grcat  hcr4viuess  aov! 
continual  soriow  in  heait,  for  his 
bretlirrn,  his  kinsmen  accerding  to 

\  '  o  • 

tnc  tlcsh. 

In  tlic  Greek,  the  veib  v/hlch  ic 
trr.nshitcd,  I  could  is  hi^mevl 

in  the  first  prrson  singular  of  ti:e 
iiiipcrrect  tense,  ol  the  indicative 
mood,  passive  form  ;  but  It  is  a  dc- 
])o#icnt  verb  ;  and  thischusc  ;  **  i\>r 
1  could  v.  isli  that  myself  v.ere  ac¬ 
cursed  from  Christ,”  might  in  str  ict¬ 
ness  of  gramrncr  and  acc  -rding  to 


its  most  natural  arrangement  in  the 
(ircek,  be  translated  :  Tor  I  my¬ 

self  an  anatliema,  did  glory  to  be 
without  Christ  ;  or,  J'or  I  myself 
an  anathaiiia  did  wish  to  be  without 
Chri.>t.”  If  tiiis  jiassage  is  thus 
translated,  ?.s  it  tnay  be  according  to 
tne  original,  it  will  be  expUnatory  of 
the  Apostie’s  declaring  that  he  had 
great  heaviness  and  continual  sor¬ 
row  of  lieart  for  his  breiriern,  his 
kinsmen  according  to  the  tlesli.  St. 
Paul  was  fully  sensible  that  the  state 
of  all  men  by  nature  is  the  same  : 
aiicl  remembering  in  what  a  deplo¬ 
rable  condition,  iic  had  been,  while 
unreconciled  to  God  through  Jesus 
Cluist,  that  he  was  then  rriomenta- 
ri!y  exposed  to  everlasting  buiTiings, 
and  that  while  in  this  deplorable 
condition,  an  anathama  did  wish  to 
have  nothing  to  do  with  Chrl  .t-  rs 
one  who  had  come  to  seek  and  to 
save  that  which  was  lost ;  and  hav. 
ing  ih.e  most  flagrant  proof  that 

there  Vv  ere  manv  then  among  ti  e 

•  ^  ^  ^ 
Je.vs  acting  the  same  part  which  he' 

had  formerly  been  aciing,  white  he 

himself  was  unregenerated,  he 

mentions  his  own  fornicr  feelings 

of  heait  and  real  condition,  to  show, 

why  he,  particularly,  liad  such  great 

heaviness  and  conti.nual  sorrow  cf 

heart,  for  his  uiethern,  his  kinsmen 

accorduig  to  tlie  flesh  ;  w  ho  were 

Israelites.  Jle  appears  to  have 

been  nlled  with  the  most  lender 

concern  and  annicty  for  tiic  Spririt- 

uai  welfare  of  those,  who  were, 

among  the  Jevvs,  acting  t!  c  part. 

winch  r.e  iuid  I  ecu  aciiiiir*  whi.e 

an  cnemv  to  ChiTi.  and  visi.ii. to 

have  r.oihir.g  to  do  v\ith  him  as  the 

saviour  cf  rsiimcrs. 

O  nr.  vnKTt,  did  Paul  viev’  t!  c 
condlu  *11  of  these  Jc\'s,  v.  i.o  v,  jo 
imiTconcilevl  to  God,  thix>’  Jesi:?> 
Christ  aa\  fuilv  do])lorablc  I  And  dost 
thou  realize  bow  av* fully  ciaivat  ix  un 
it  is  to  co:. ti:me  at  heart  aU  ent  :r.y 
toCliiic:t:  rhir.k  Uv  t  il.at  lJ;ou  ar: 
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personally  intoresled  in  the  Lord 
Jesvis,  unless  thou  art  in  great  hea¬ 
viness  and  continual  sorrow  of  heart 
for  thy  fellow-sinners  around  thee, 
»nd  most  anxiously  engaged  for 
their  eternal  salvation. 

Art  thoti  a  Christian,  then,  re¬ 
member  wliat  a  deplorable  condi¬ 
tion  thine  was.  when  sovereign 
-  gTac.e,  fii’st  brought  thy  feet  up  out 
of  the  horri!>!c  .pit  and  miry  clay, 
i»nd  established  thy  goings,  and  put 
a  new  s«>ng  into  thy  mouth  ;  and  | 
vpare  no  pains  to  show  sinner*  their 
need  of  an  interest  in  the  Lord  Je¬ 
sus  Christ,  by  faith  In  his  name,  and 
point  them  to  him  as  the  end  ol  the 
law  for  vighteousness  to  every  one 
that  bclieveth. 

ZETA. 

- — - 

BExrriT  or  religion'. 

T.'ie  high  importance  of  the  J 
ehristian  religion,  in  consoling  man- 
J.iiid  under  the  severest  afflictions 
of  human  life,  must  impress  itself 
deeply  on  the  minds  of  the  though  t- 
bil  and  contemplative.  Often  it  is 
the  sole  prop  when  men  are  pres' 
sed  down  by  overbearing  woe,  and 
'^he  only  refuge  from  black  despair. 

B  it  this  leaves  the  greater  part  un¬ 
told.  It  not  only  deprives  affliction 
of  its  sling,  but  pours  into  llic  ! 
breast  of  tiic  suITcrer,  the  highest  | 
joy  of  wliicli  lic  is  susceptible.  | 
The  vale  that  was  gloomed  with  * 

I 

^  I 

clouds  and  dead  to  vcj^ctation,  under  f 
the  desolatinj^  energy  of  the  haii  | 
iiud  tempest,  is  ciiccred,  animated’  | 


and  enlivened  by  tlie  warm  beams 
of  the  sun. 

How  truly  detestable  is  the  wit* 
less  infidel,  who  under  the  guidance 
of  ignorance,  or  vanity,  qr-  vice 
would  rob  the  wretched  of  lus  only 
consolation,  and  extinguish  in  his 
breast  the  beams  of  hope  !  What 
docs  he  supply  in  its  room  ?  The 
comfortless  belief, that  man  lives  like 
the  beast,  the  outcast  of  providence 
and  like  the  beast,  dies  without  th(* 
expectation  of  immortality  !  How 
lovr  and  groveling  must  be  the  taste 
and  pursuits  cf  that  wretched  being, 
who  can  think  and  act  under  the 
influence  of  this  principle. 

CoxsiDVR.vTioxs  of  thjs  naturc 
offered  themselves  to  iny  mind 
with  peculiar  energy,  during  a  con¬ 
versation  which  recently  I  liad  with 
an  aged  man,  ho  for  nine  years 
past  had  been  aiTilctCi!  with  the 
greatest  misfpi  tunes.  The  vencra- 
bic  old  gentleman  informed  me, 
that  within  twelve  moriths  he  had 
been  deprived  cf  his  wife,  a  mother, 

^  grandson  and  a  great  grand  sop, 
and  that  his  grarid  daughter  was 
then  rapidly  declining  with  a  cen: 
sumption.  His  conversation  was 
Cheerful,  r.nd  unaffected,  and  th.c 
above  information  was  given  in  con- 
scijuencc  of  incjulrlcs,  m  Lich  curi-» 
osity  prompted  me  to  make. 

I  remarked  to  him,  that  l;c  had 
been  visited  with  j)ccu!iar  cr l  imity^ 
greatly  aggravated  by  the  death  of 


Extract  of  a  Letter. 


his  wife,  and  that  the  want  ol  a  com¬ 
panion  must  render  him  quite  un- 
happy.  To  this  the  old  gentleman 
replied  with  an  animated  countc- 
nance,  and  as  nearly  as  my  memory 
enables  me  to  recollect,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing;  words.  ‘‘  You  arc  mistaken 
I  am  not  unhappy.  I  do  not  deny 
that  I  liavc  keenly  felt  the  afiiiclions 
with  which  a  H)crciful  being  has 
thought  me  fit,  fur  my  profit  to  chas¬ 
ten  me,  but  these  wounds  wxrc  of 
no  long  duration.  Not  a  sparrow 
falls  to  the  ground  w'illiout  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  our  heavenly  father, 
and  I  submit  without  iiiunnuriiig  to 
his  chastisements.  Wherefore 
doth  a  living  man  complain  for  the 
punishment  of  his  sins  ?  Be  still  and 
know  that  I  am  God.  Clouds  and 
darkness  are  round  about  him,  but 
righteousness  and  judgment  are  the 
habitation  of  his  throne.  For  whom 
the  Lord  loveth  he  chasteiicth,  and 
scourgeth  every  son  wliom  he  re- 
celveth.  Life  at  best  is  but  a  va¬ 
pour,  and  mine  is  near  its  close. 

I  have  been  preserved  from  nume¬ 
rous  evils  which  sunouDded  me, 
and  thanks  be  to  God,  I  am  not 
ship-wrecked.’* 

i 

The  old  man  ceased  speaking, 
and  the  animated  glow  of  hope 
beamed  on  liis  countenance.  To 
use  an  expressive  phrase,  I  saw 
liis  face  as  it  had  keen  the  face  of  an 
angel.”  The  real  dignity  of  man, 
his  ilUifctiicus  descent,  and  gloiunis 
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destination,  never  appeared  to  me 
more  impressive  ^  r 

How  different  from  this  would 
have  been  the  conduct  of  the  infidel  ? 
Instead  of  the  language  of  hope  and 
pious  exultation,  the  ear  would  have 
been  fatigued  with  accents  of  com¬ 
plaint.  Xo  future  prospect  would 
Solace  his  misfortunes  ;  no  rays  of 
light  w  ould  gild  the  closing  scene  of 
life.  Disgusted  with  il.e  world,  cut 
off  from  pfesent  pleasure,  and  lock¬ 
ing  forw  ard  witlu  ut  expectation  of 
happiness,  he  would  view  the  grave 
as  the  final  icimiiiaiion  of  his  being. 
How’  dreadful  the  prospect,  exccj)t 
to  \\\e,  harden td fxofigate  who  w  ould 
not  extend  his  view’  beyond  this  pe¬ 
riod,  nor  admit  that  there  is  a  slate 
of  being,  in  the  joys  of  wl;ich,  he  is 
forbid  to  hope. 

VERUS’' 


EXTRACT  or  A  LETTm. 

In  every  period  of  the  chi  istiai^ 
church,  the  first  step  towards  licen¬ 
tiousness  and  irreligien  h.as  been 
the  denial  of  s^^inc  one  of  these  pe¬ 
culiar  cloctrines'of  revelation,  w  hich 
cannot  be  discov  ered  Iw  the  Hgiii  of 
nature.  j\s  scon  as  tl.ese  great 
and  impertar.t  baniers  to  human 
pride  and  wickedness  are  removed, 
every  species  of  scej>ticism  is  Intro¬ 
duced.  and  mankind  are  left  to  be¬ 
lieve  whatever  they  please,  and 
no  longer  cenfined  to  tiiat  k.iiA 
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v/hich  our  l)Iessed  saViour  has  made 
essential  to  salvation. 

In  pursuance  of  tliis  plan,  that  il¬ 
lustrious  and  eminently  peculiardoc- 
trine  of  Christianity,  (he  divinity  of 
onr  blessed  Lord^  has  been  the  first 
attacked.  As  soon  as  this  corner 
stone  of  our  holy  religion  is  remov¬ 
ed,  the  whole  beautiful  fabric  fulls 
at  once.  So  intimately  arc  all  the 
doctrines  of  Christ  connected,  that 
they  must  stand  or  fall  togctlier. 
And  what  God  hath  joined,  who 
shall  dare  to  put  assunder  r” 


On  riR  TUE. 

Virtue,  if  any  thing  on  this  side 
the  grave  is  worthy  our  regard, 
should  certainly  claim  our  first  atten¬ 
tion.  To  moulder  away  an  exist¬ 
ence  of  three  score  years  and  ten, 
fwithout  makince  cue  feeble*  exertion 
to  render  ourselves  beloved  a;id  res¬ 
pected  by  those  whose  good  opinion 
is  worth  the  cultivation,  renders  a 
man  distinguished  from  a  brute  on¬ 
ly  by  his  form.  An  immortal  soul, 
while  encompassed  in  a  mortal  bo¬ 
dy,  should  have  other  employment 
beside  hoarding  up  firofieny^  which 
by  Nature’s  eternal  law^  it  must 
shortly  forsake.  If  we  are  allied 
to  Heaven  by  our  birth — if  our 
souls  ars  immortal,  let  our  affect¬ 
ions  evince  the  celestial  genealogy. 


Y. 


The  British  aitd  Foreign  Bible 
Society  has  commenced  a  corres¬ 


pondence  with  the  Arch-Bishop  of 
Moscow',  w  ith  a  view  to  the  print¬ 
ing  the  scriptures  in  the  Russian 
language.  At  present,  it  is  said, 
there  is  but  one  biblc,  to  16,000 
Russians.  The  society  has  also 
voted  a  considerable  sum  of  money 
to  some  well  disposed  persor^s  in 
Deninaik,  who  are  printing  2000 
Icelandic  New  Tastaments,,to  ena¬ 
ble  them  to  add  3000  more  to  the 
number,  and  assist  them  hereafter 
in  printing  the  whole  Bible. 


As  No.  13  completed  the 
tlic  first  quarter,  the  reacUn’s  of  the 
Evidence  will  be  pleased  to  recog¬ 
nize  the  conditions  and  make  rcinit- 
triHce  as  soon  as  possible.  Those 
w  ho  receive  the  Evidence  by  mail, 
Avill  remit  to  Dr.  Thomas  O’H. 
Croswell,  Post- Master,  Catskiil, 
who  is  appointed  agent  to  re¬ 
ceive  such  sums  as  may  be  forw  ard¬ 
ed. 


Co  NIC  Alios  s  for  (he  Reli¬ 

gious  and  floral  GazcKc^ 


cj  fios(age^  *ivill 


be  gratefully 


received. 


FROM  THE  PREl^S  OF  M.  CROSWELI.,  CJTSEIJ.L. 
Terms. —  To  subsenbers  in  town^  two  dollars  a  year.,  in  yuarterly  Jmyiyienis 
— By  mail.,  one  dollar  fifty  cents — To  fiost-riders  and  others^  vjfio 
take  twenty-five  or  morc.^  vjcckly^  and  become  responsible^ 
reasonable  allowance  will  be  tnetde. 


